Carver County Library Suggests
Winter Reads: Blustery Historical Fiction
Gillian Bagwell – Venus in Winter (BAG 2013)
The tale of Bess of Hardwick--the formidable four-time widowed Tudor dynast who became one of the
most powerful women in the history of England. On her twelfth birthday, Bess of Hardwick receives the
news that she is to be a waiting gentlewoman in the household of Lady Zouche. Armed with nothing but
her razor-sharp wit and fetching looks, Bess is terrified of leaving home.. When Bess arrives at the
glamorous court of King Henry VIII, she is thrust into a treacherous world of politics and intrigue, a world
she must quickly learn to navigate.

Jessie Burton – Miniaturist (BUR 2014)
Set in seventeenth century Amsterdam--a city ruled by glittering wealth and oppressive religion--a
masterful debut steeped in atmosphere and shimmering with mystery. On a brisk autumn day in 1686,
eighteen-year-old Nella Oortman arrives in Amsterdam to begin a new life as the wife of illustrious
merchant trader Johannes Brandt. But her new home, while splendorous, is not welcoming. Enchanting,
beautiful, and exquisitely suspenseful.

Susanna Calkins – Masque of a Murderer (CAL 2015)
In Susanna Calkins's next richly drawn mystery set in 17th century England, Lucy Campion, formerly a
ladies' maid in the local magistrate's household, has now found gainful employment as a printer's
apprentice. On a freezing winter afternoon in 1667, she accompanies the magistrate's daughter, Sarah,
to the home of a severely injured Quaker man to record his dying words. Susanna Calkins has once again
combined finely wrought characters, a richly detailed historical atmosphere, and a tightly-plotted
mystery into a compelling read.

Ken Follett – Winter of the World (FOL 2012)
Picking up where Fall of Giants, the first novel in the extraordinary Century Trilogy, left off, Winter of the
World follows five interrelated families. Carla von Ulrich, born of German and English parents, finds her
life engulfed by the Nazi tide until daring to commit a deed of great courage and heartbreak. American
brothers Woody and Chuck Dewar, each with a secret, take separate paths to momentous events, one in
Washington, the other in the bloody jungles of the Pacific. English student Lloyd Williams discovers in
the crucible of the Spanish Civil War that he must fight Communism just as hard as Fascism. Daisy
Peshkov, a driven social climber, cares only for popularity and the fast set until war transforms her life,
while her cousin Volodya carves out a position in Soviet intelligence that will affect not only this war but
also the war to come.

Robin Oliveira – Winter Sisters (OLI 2018)
New York, 1879: After an epic snow storm ravages the city of Albany, Dr. Mary Sutter, a former civil war
surgeon, begins a search for two little girls, the daughters of close friends killed by the storm who have
vanished without a trace. Mary's mother and niece Elizabeth, who has been studying violin in Paris,
return to Albany upon learning of the girls' disappearance - but Elizabeth has another reason for wanting
to come home, one she is not willing to reveal. Despite resistance from the community, who believe the
girls to be dead, the family persists in their efforts to find the two sisters. When what happened to them
is revealed, the uproar that ensues tears apart families, reputations, and even the social fabric of the city

Imogen Robertson – The Paris Winter (ROB 2014)
Maud Heighton came to Lafond's famous Academie to paint, and to flee the constraints of her small
English town. It took all her courage to escape, but Paris, she quickly realizes, is no place for a light
purse. Maud slips into poverty, and dreading another cold Paris winter, she stumbles upon an
opportunity. But all is not as it seems, and soon she is caught in a scheme of betrayal and revenge.

Eva Stachniak – The Winter Palace (STA 2012)
The Winter Palace tells the epic story of Catherine the Great's improbable rise to power--as seen
through the ever-watchful eyes of an all-but-invisible servant close to the throne. Impeccably
researched and magnificently written, The Winter Palace is an irresistible peek through the keyhole of
one of history's grandest tales.

Sam Thomas – The Witch Hunter's Tale (THO 2015)
Set in Puritan England, winter has come to the city of York, and with it the threat of witchcraft. As
women and children sicken and die, midwife Bridget Hodgson is pulled against her will into a full-scale
witch-hunt that threatens to devour all in its path, guilty and innocent alike. Bridget--accompanied once
again by her deputy Martha Hawkins and her nephew Will Hodgson--finds herself playing a lethal game
of cat and mouse against the most dangerous men in York, as well as her sworn enemy Rebecca Hooke.
As the trials begin, and the noose begins to tighten around her neck, Bridget must answer the question:
How far will she go to protect the people she loves?

James Wilde – The Winter Warrior (TUD 2018)
In 1607, following the devastating destruction of the Battle of Hastings, William the Bastard and his men
have descended on England. But there is one who stands in the way of the invader's savagery. He is
called Hereward. He is a warrior and master tactician--and as adept at battle as the imposter who sits
upon the throne. And he is England's last hope.In a Fenlands fortress of water and wild wood,
Hereward's resistance is simmering. His army of outcasts grows by the day--a devil's army that emerges
out of the mists and the night, leaving death in its wake. But William is not so easily cowed. Here then is
the tale of the bloodiest rebellion England has ever known.

